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PREFACE
Despite notable improvements in health since 2007, mortality levels in
Lithuania persist at relatively high levels. In the international context
(European Union), the mortality level remains very high. Moreover, in some
areas of public health, the situation is alarmingly deteriorating further. Male
mortality is a matter of particular concern because male life expectancy in
2010 was still below the level of the mid 1960s. The unfavourable mortality
situation is related to the distorted age- and cause-specific pattern of
mortality inherited from the Soviet period. The key features of this pattern
include elevated premature mortality due to cardiovascular diseases and
external and alcohol-related causes of death. Previous research suggests that
one of the most important determinants of this unfavourable situation in life
expectancy concerns striking mortality differences by age, sex, education,
marital status, and place of residence.
In order to perform a systematic assessment of the impact of
socioeconomic determinants on adult mortality in Lithuania, a study on
contradictory trends, determinants, and social differentials of cause-specific
mortality in Lithuania was carried out in 2010–20111. The methodological
approach of the study is based on the linkages between population census
and death register records census-linked data. This methodology was
adapted to the Lithuanian data by an international scientific team from the
Institute for Demographic Research of the Lithuanian Social Research Centre
(Vilnius, Lithuania), Statistics Lithuania (Vilnius, Lithuania), and the Max
Planck Institute for Demographic Research (Rostock, Germany).
The census-linked data were obtained thanks to the rigorous work of
highly qualified specialists from Statistics Lithuania. The successfully
implemented linkage methodology produced high quality aggregated
census-linked data that was further used for the calculations of indicators of
mortality inequality for this study. The authors would like to thank
Dr Vladimir M. Shkolnikov (Head of the Laboratory of Demographic Data at
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the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research) for his continuous
support and valuable input into the implementation of the census-linked
database and methodology of this study. The authors also acknowledge the
tremendous contributions of Dalia Ambrozaitienė and other specialists from
Statistics Lithuania. This study would not have been possible without their
positive attitude and creativity in solving various methodological challenges.
The authors would like to thank Dr Dmitri Jdanov (Max Planck Institute for
Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany), Dr France Meslé (INED, Paris,
France), and Prof Jacques Vallin (INED, Paris, France) for their methodological
contributions in the earlier stages of the project. The authors also extend
their thanks to Prof Arvydas Virgilijus Matulionis and Prof Meilutė Taljūnaitė
from the Lithuanian Social Research Centre for their useful comments and
suggestions related to this publication.
This study presents the first comprehensive analysis of socioeconomic
differences in adult mortality in Lithuania using high quality census-linked
data for 2001–2005. For the first time ever in Lithuania, the study
simultaneously uses three socioeconomic dimensions: education, economic
activity status, and occupational group. Socioeconomic mortality inequalities
are measured using widely used range-type and advanced Gini-type
measures. Relative and absolute mortality differentials are analysed using 19
detailed groups of causes of death. Finally, the public health burden
attributable to socioeconomic mortality differentials is discussed using the
method of cause-specific population attributable fractions.
The authors hope that this comprehensive data on mortality
differentials will be interesting to policy makers dealing with the
implementation of health and social policies in Lithuania, specialists in
population

statistics,

researchers,

and

students

in

different

(demographers, epidemiologists, sociologists, economists and others).

fields
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